





the Garden shop and new members paying
by direct debit (or current members who
convert to direct debit) now receive an
initial 15 months’ membership for the price
of 12 (as do current members converting
to Direct Debit). In March and April we
recruited over 100 new Friends, which is
a good beginning; I would like to thank
all those who helped with this.

We need the extra income these
new Friends will provide to support
the Garden’s special projects, including
a substantial contribution towards
landscaping the Arboretum Car Park
(subject to planning approval). This is
in addition to the support the Friends
already give towards the Garden’s running
costs, schools education programme, staff
development, infrastructure and plant
management costs.

Please help us achieve our target. If we
all introduced one new Friend to the
Garden we would more than double our
membership. Let’s do it!

If you know someone who would like to join
us, please contact the Friends Administrator
on 01865 286690 or secretary@fobg.org.uk or
download an application form from www.
botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk/friends. Thank you
very much for your help.

The last issue of the Newsletter promised
the launch of an electronic bulletin in

May. Technical matters and the pressures
of other administration have resulted in
delays. We hope soon to be able to produce
informative and attractive bulletins. It
would be very helpful to have assistance
from a volunteer with knowledge of desk
top publishing.

Could anyone who might be
interested please contact Richard Mayou
01844 201885 or richard.mayou@nuffield.ox.ac.uk

Would anyone be interested in taking
over organising the visits to gardens and
places of interest next year? It is a very
interesting and rewarding but not too
arduous role, which takes you to new
gardens and other places which might
be suitable for visits. It could be a single
person with assistance from one or two
others. It could also easily and happily be
run by two people, sharing the advance
viewing of potential gardens and the
organisation of the visits, whilst allowing
flexibility for personal commitments.
Others are willing to help on the day

of visits.

Most of the work is between February
and October, visiting new gardens and
arranging the programme. There is a
break in the summer and through the
winter. The new person/people would be
fully supported in the first year by Jane
Annett, the present organizer. Very basic
computer skills are necessary. Crystal
Dobson, who is responsible for the very
efficient booking procedure, is very
helpful Jane has enjoyed organizing the
visits, having been enormously helped
initially by her predecessor, Joanna
Matthews. However, Jane now feels
it is time for someone else with new
ideas to take the visits forward into new
directions. If you would like to learn more
about what is required, then please do
contact Jane: janeannett123@hotmail.com or
leave a message with our Administrator
at the Garden.

Richard Mayou Chairman of the Friends

GARDENERS QUESTION TIME

Towersey Manor, Near Thame
Thursday 16th July, 6.30pm
BY KIND PERMISSION OF MR AND MRS DAVID BARNETT
Reception at 6.30pm with a complimentary glass of wine

and an opportunity to walk around the splendid gardens.
Question Time at 7.30pm in the fine timber framed barn with
another great team Timothy Walker (chairman),
Helen Yemm, Walter Sawyer, Rupert Golby and Marina
Christopher (Marina will also be selling plants).

Tickets £10.00, Guests £12.00

Enclosed with this edition of
Botanic Garden News are two
books of raffle tickets. The raffle is
being held in aid of the restoration
project for the car park at The
Harcourt Arboretum.

The much needed restoration
is to follow an imaginative and
beautiful design by eminent
landscape designer Kim Wilkie,
which will create a new car park
to accommodate more cars and
school buses. This will enable the
Garden and Arboretum to carry
out their educational work with the
many thousands of schoolchildren
who come to the Garden and the
Arboretum each year. So please
support us if you can.

The raffle prizes have been
generously donated by supporters
of FOBG and include:

¢ Use of The Garden Conservatory
for a private party

* Box for four at the Royal Opera
House for opera or ballet dress
rehearsal

* Round of golf for four at The
Oxfordshire Golf Club

¢ £60 voucher for dinner at Quod

¢ £100 voucher for OBG Public
Education Programme

* One year season ticket for
Waterperry garden

« Signed copy of The English
Garden by Andrew Lawson

* Selection of garden tools
from Countax

« Signed books by Clive Nichols

e £25 voucher from Whichford
Pottery

* Selection of garden books
from Frances Lincoln

Counterfoils and cheques made
payable to FOBG should be sent to

FOBG Raffle,

Oxford Botanic Garden,
Rose Lane,

Oxford OX1 4AZ
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Friends Visits and Events

Coffee Mornings for Friends
These take place at 10.30am on the first
Friday of each month in the Garden’s
Conservatory. Following coffee a member
of the Garden staff leads a tour of the
Garden.

Dates for your diary:

o Friday 3rd July

« Friday 4th September
« Friday 2nd October

« Friday 6th November

Please note that we do not have
a coffee morning in August

Friends Reception

at the Garden

Tuesday 28th July at 6.00pm

Join us for our annual drinks reception
at the Botanic Garden. The evening will
give Friends a chance to explore the
Garden at a time when it is closed to the
public and to find out more about recent
developments. No charge is made for this
event but please contact the Garden Office
if you wish to attend 01865 286690 or
e-mail postmaster@obg.ox.ac.uk

Annual General Meeting
Large Lecture Theatre, Nuffield College
Tuesday 13th October at 8.00pm
The meeting (see enclosed agenda) will be
followed by an illustrated talk: Timothy
Walker, The First Hundred Years

If you are planning to attend it would
be helpful to our planning if you could
indicate this on the booking form.

Tropaeolum polyphyllum
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Friends Autumn
Visits
The Royal Botanic Garden, Kew

Saturday 18th July at 9.00am
(meet outside Thornhill Park and Ride)

There are still a few tickets available

This coach trip has been specially requested
by Friends as getting to and parking

near Kew is difficult. Journey time is
approximately 1.5 hours.

Friends can book for a one hour talk by a
guide (£3.00 per person) at the beginning of
the visit. This needs to be booked in advance.
There is also a train ride around the 300 acre
garden (£4.50) which is a useful way to look
around. This can be booked on the day.

Friends can visit Kew Palace (£5.00 on
the day). Food at four varied venues, from
more formal dining to snacks and hot drinks,
or bring your own picnic.

Entrance free to Friends when you present
your FOBG card (ensure you bring it on
the day). Guests £11.00 entrance.

Cost of the coach is £16.50 per person,
plus guided walk if wanted at £3.00.

Please enclose your mobile phone number.

Bledlow Manor House Garden
Bledlow, Princes Risborough,

Bucks HP27 9PE

Saturday 19th September at 2.00pm

BY KIND PERMISSION OF LORD AND LADY CARRINGTON
The house dates from the mid 17th century,
and the Carrington family have lived here
since the end of the 18th century. After the
1945 war, when the present Lord and Lady
Carrington started to restore the house, there
was no garden of any kind. The architect
Robert Adams renewed the South front of
the house and from 1969 worked with the
Carringtons to design the garden. It has a
wonderful structure, with a paved garden,
parterres, shrub borders, and a large walled
kitchen garden. There is also a water garden
with paths, bridges, walkways fed by 14 chalk
springs and an attractive and important
collection of specially commissioned
contemporary sculpture. The visit will be
followed by tea at the pub Lions of Bledlow.
Limited to 50 people

Tickets £10.00, Guests £12.50

Thenford House Gardens

and Arboretum
Nr Banbury, Oxon OX17 2BX
Sunday 18th October at 2.30pm

BY KIND PERMISSION OF LORD AND LADY
HESELTINE

This visit is slightly different. The
Heseltines have so many requests for
people to visit the gardens that they only
open on a few days a year for numerous
groups. Friends will visit independently
once we have given out named tickets
are given out at the gate. This is a rare
chance to see a wonderful garden that
is evolving constantly.

The gardens are very large and
the trees and shrubs are often very
rare and collected by famous modern
plant collectors. There are recently
dug lakes, water gardens, stew ponds.
The new Indian style garden inside the
walled garden is quite amazing and at
the cutting edge of both modern and
ancient garden design. The sculpture
garden displays contemporary works.

There is much walking to see the
65 acres, so sensible shoes are a must.
Teas for sale or bring a picnic.

All Friends and their guests must
be named and we have to give the list in
advance. If your name is not on the list,
you cannot enter.

Tickets £12.50, Guests £15.00.

[This visit replaces that planned to
Mr and Mrs D. Heather’s garden
(Greystones) as they are sadly unable
to host us this year].

Trees of Oxfordshire

University Parks, South Parks Road,
University Parks,0X1 3RF

Friday 23rd October at 4.30pm

Walter Sawyer, Superintendent of the
University Parks will be leading this
second session of looking at trees that
thrive in our Oxfordshire climate, soils
and changing environmental conditions.
Wine will be served afterwards

Tickets £8.00, Guests £10.00



Special Events

Summer Opera Event

‘Il mondo alla roversa’

by Baldassare Galuppi

6.30pm, Wednesday 15th July

This will be the first British staging of
the sparkling 1750 comedy with a libretto
by the great Venetian playwright Carlo
Goldoni. He and Galuppi are credited
with ‘inventing’ opera buffa.

We still have some tickets left for
this very special event, performed in
the enchanting setting of the private
garden of the Warden of New College
by New Chamber Opera. For details
and tickets, please contact the Friends
mobile number, 07722 605787 or
e-mail secretary@fobg.org.uk
Tickets - £40.00

Gardeners Question Time
Towersey Manor, Near Thame
6.30pm Thursday 16th July

BY KIND PERMISSION OF
MR AND MRS DAVID BARNETT

Reception at 6.30pm with a
complimentary glass of wine and an
opportunity to walk around the splendid
gardens. Question Time at 7.30pm in the
fine timber framed barn with another
great team (Timothy Walker, chairman,
together with Helen Yemm, Walter
Sawyer, Rupert Golby and Marina
Christopher). There will be plants

for sale.

Tickets £10.00, Guests £12.00

Jazz in a Summer Meadow
Saturday 25th July

The music and picnic will, as usual, be
at the Harcourt Arboretum. Full details
in the accompanying advert.

Exhibition of Botanical Art
by Jenny Jowett

There will be an exhibition of new
work by this distinguished artist in the
Said Business School for 3 weeks from
November 5th 2009. Entrance will be
free and the artist will be contributing
a percentage of sales to the Friends.

Plant Sale 2010

Harcourt Arboretum

Sunday 23rd May 2010

Maura Allen who will be organising the
Friends’ Bi-annual Plant Sale writes:

The sale will be on Sunday 23rd May
2010 at the Harcourt Arboretum,
Nuneham Courtney. We hope that as usual
it will draws in thousands of visitors from
across Oxfordshire and beyond to buy
shrubs, herbaceous plants, annuals, herbs,
grasses and vegetable seedlings ranging
from the rare to the common. We rely
heavily on donations of high quality plants
from Friends and supporters and ask that
you think of the sale when dividing,
propagating and potting up plants over the
next year.

There will be further details in
forthcoming newsletters but if you have
any queries or suggestions please feel free
to contact Maura Allen 01865 311711 or
mea@armitstead.com
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Bring a picnic,
your friendsand
family and enjoy
Natalie Williams
performing in t
lovely meadow

Digital Photography
Courses 2010
We have the opportunity to run digital
flower photography classes in the Garden
during May and June 2010, with well-known
flower photographer Sue Bishop (www.
suebishop.co.uk). There would be two levels:
beginner/intermediate and intermediate/
advanced and each course would run from
10am until 4pm, with a maximum number
of 10 participants. The morning would be
classroom based and the afternoon session
would be practical hands-on tuition, in the
garden and the glass houses. The cost would
be £60 for the day, including a picnic lunch.
If you would be interested in taking
part, could you please e mail postmaster@
obg.ox.acuk or telephone 01865 289690, to
express your initial interest, indicating your
preference for a week day or a Saturday and
your level of experience. This will enable us
to plan the number of sessions needed.

INEHAMEDL

Saturday 25th July 2009

Natalie Williams
with the Tim Dawes Band

Gates open 6pm, performance 7pm
Tickets: £12.00 adult, £6.00 child,

£30.00 family ticket (2 adults+2 children)
limited ticket availability so book early!

Info and credit card booking:
01865341576

email: postmaster@obg.ox.ac.uk
or send cheque to FOBG, Jazz,
Oxford Botanic Garden, Rose Lane,
Oxford 0X14AZ
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The Final
Word

by Louise Allen

In any one week we receive countless
phone calls here at the Garden Office.
They can vary from a local school calling
to book an educational visit through to
someone wanting to work out what to

do with an overgrown houseplant! Very
occasionally a call will come through
that makes you feel that you really want
to help and that can occasionally make a
real difference. It was one such phone call
that I responded to in early May of this
year when we were approached to host a

University of Oxford Botanic Garden
Open daily 9.00am until 4.30pm
(January, February, November and
December)

9.00am until 5.00pm

(March, April, September and October)
Last admission 4.15pm

9.00am until 6.00pm

(May to August)

Last admission 5.15pm

We are closed on Christmas Day
and Good Friday.

The University of Oxford Botanic Garden
Rose Lane, Oxford, OX14AZ

Telephone: 01865 286 690

Fax: 01865 286 693

E-mail: postmaster@obg.ox.ac.uk
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picnic at the Garden as part of this year’s
Lord Mayor’s Parade on the Late May
Bank Holiday Monday. With less than a
month to go it felt rather daunting but at
the same time it felt like one of those rare
opportunities where we could help out
the City Council whilst encouraging the
local community to come and visit their
local botanic garden.

What began as a small seed of an
idea soon grew in strength and we were
very quickly flung into preparing for a
major city event. It was no mean feat to
arrange an afternoon of inspirational
entertainment and I have to credit the
team behind the event — Henrietta, Steve

University of Oxford Harcourt Arboretum
Open daily from 10.00am to 5.00pm

(May to October)

10.00am to 4.30pm, Monday to Friday only
(November to April)

Closed December 22 - January 3

and Good Friday to Easter Monday

(No dogs allowed in the Arboretum).

University of Oxford Harcourt Arboretum
Nuneham Courtenay,

Oxfordshire OX44 9PX

Telephone: 01865 343 501

Fax: 01865 341 828

E-mail: postmaster@obg.ox.ac.uk
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and Tan. They pulled out all of the stops
and just over four weeks later I found
myself standing in the Arch surrounded by
people flocking through the gates to come
and join in the fun. It was an amazing
event that attracted around 4,000 people to
visit during a period of just over six hours.
It was wonderful to see the Garden being
enjoyed by such a diverse range of visitors
of different ages and we would like to
thank everyone involved for their energy
and enthusiasm and commitment.

Louise Allen is Curator of the University
of Oxford Botanic Garden and Harcourt
Arboretum and Editor of Friends News

Friends of Oxford Botanic Garden

All Friends Enquiries,

including Friends Events to Liz Woolley
Telephone: 01865 286690

E mail: secretary@fobg.org.uk

Web: www.botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk/friends

The Newsletter is published by the University
of Oxford Botanic Garden and is edited by
Louise Allen. The views expressed in articles
are those of the Authors and so do not
necessarily reflect the policy or views of the

Visitors of the Botanic Garden.
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